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ESSAY, &c. 


O” Lord unt his diſciples this born of 
prayer in his — Matt. vi. g. and 
we ſee from Luke xi. 1. it was in anſwer to 
their requeſt, ' Lord wat us to pray, as John 
alſo taught his diſciplen. We find it was juſtly 
and highly eſteemed by the firft Chtiſtians, and 
uſed >: them in their churches” from the begin» 
ning, aud confideted as an example or attern 
upon which all their prayers were to be formed. 
Indeed the more carefully we confider it, the 
more we ſhall ſee the neceffity oF till attending 
to it in both theſe points of view; iſt, As we 
are therein taught in what manner we are to ad- 
dreſs ourſelves to God; and 2dly, What are 
the chief things we have to aſk of him, in the 
exerciſe of prayer. 
As this prayer was given by Jelus Chriſt to 
his 23 we ſhall find that it is in every 


B *..4 n part 


. 
4 


1 
1 
| | 
1 


prayer, is its addreſs: 


6 

part calculated for them, and for them only. 
The ſpirit and temper of genuine Chriſtianity 
is stamped upon it, and breathes through the 
whole of it; inſomuch that none can uſe this 
prayer with underſtanding and comfort but 
Christians; and to them it affords everlasting 
conſolation and good hope through grace. 

The firſt thing that preſents itſelf to us in this: 


þ 


* | : | ; o i 


Our Father. 


This intimates to his diſciples, that whether 
they uſe it in ſecret, or in Christian ſociety to- 
gether, it ſhould never be without a view of the 
cloſe connection and union in brotherly love. 
that he would have to ſubſiſt amongſt them. 
This connection is not formed upon _ thing. 
whereby one of them is diſtinguiſhed from an: 
other, but in a way common to them all. That 


which encourages any one of them to draw 


near to God, is the divine grace and mercy 
manifeſted.in his teſtimony concerning his Son; 
T his is my beloved Son.in whom I am well pleaſed. 
And this is the encouragement of them all: 
that which engages the grateful worſhip of any 
one of them, is the ſame that warms and en- 
gages them all: that which any one of them 
has to aſk in prayer, is what they all are to ſeek 
after, viz. That his name may be hallowed, that 
his kingdom mdy come, that his will may be done, 


& c. Such is the near relation in which they 
| ſtand” 


fand t to one another, that the joy and ſorrow 
al one is the joy and ſorrow of the whole. So 
the Apoſtle ſays, Rom. xii. 15. Rejoice with 
them that do rejoice, and weep with them that 
weep : like to the ſons of Jacob, they are of 
one family an and one people ; ; therefore' Jeſus 
ſays, Matt. xxii. 10. Call no man your father up- 
on earth ; ; for one is your father, even God. So 
they were to conſider themſelves: thus nearl 
connected, as one houſhold, the family of the 
Father of Jeſus Chriſt, of whom the whole fa- 
mily in heaven anFearth is named : for they are 
all, according tor 1 Peter i. 34. begotten again 
of t the abundant mercy of God unto a lively hope, 
by the reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt from the dead, 
to an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and that 
fadeth not away.. Unto his diſciples, thus uni- 
ted.in him, and gathered together into church 
order, was this, prayer given, to be uſed by 
them in their aſſemblies, and to be a directory 
to them in their correſpondence with God: ſo 
the Lord encourages them to addreſs themſelves 
in it to his Father, as their Father; faying, Our 
Faber. | 
God may be ſaid to be the Father of all man- 
kind in a ſenſe wherein he is the Father of the 
angels 13 fell, with the ſeed of the ſerpent, 
and of every living” creature. But according 
to the goſpel, we cannot be the children of 
God, Sac by faich in Chriſt Jeſus ;* nor can 
we know the Father but by the knowledge of 
the Son: for he ſays, No man Fnoweth'thz _ 
er 


BJ | 
ther but the Son, and he to whomſoever the Son 
ill reveal him. It is evident from the New- 
Teſtament, that all our correſpondence with 
God, and our approaches to him, muſt be in 
the name of Jeſus Chriſt, ' and thro? the faith 
or knowledge of him, agreeably to what he 
ſays, John xiv. 6. I am the way, the truth, and 
the life : no man. cometh unto the Father but by 
me,; and from what Paul ſays, Epheſſ. ii. 18. 
Through him ve have an acceſs by one ſpirit unto 
the Father : and, chap. iii. 12. In whom Wwe 
have boldneſs and acteſs with confidence by the 
faith of him : and when the Apoſtle is exhort- 
ing the Hebrews'to draw near to God, he uſes 
this argument, chap. xiv. 14. 16. Seeing ther 
that we have a great High Prieſt, who is paſſed 
into the heavens, Jeſus the Son of God, let us 
therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that- 
we may obtain mercy, and find. grace to help 
in time of need. , © E 
1 The knowledge of the Father is that which 
| diſtinguiſhes his difciples from the world, as 
\ we have it in his prayer, John xvii. O righte- 
ous Father, the world hath not known thee, but 
1 1 have known. thee, and theſe have known that 
F - thou haſt ſent me; and I have declared unto them 
1 thy name, end will. declare it, &c. Jeſus Chriſt 
| communicates this knowledge to them, when 
| he teaches them to believe, that when the ful- 
neſs of the time wal come, God ſent forth his 
Son made of a woman, made under the law, to 
redeem them-that were under the law ; that we 
., N 409 ier A wy So ** might 
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might receive the adoption of the ſons. For as 
they were all under the e the unchange- 
able law of God, which cannot be made void; 
they could never, according to this law, approach 
unto the great lawgiver, until they knew him 
to be reconciled : and this no man can know, 
until he believe that Jeſus Chriſt was thus ſent 
forth by the Father; and that he did fulfill this 
law in all its parts, in the room of ſinners of all 
nations; fo that his bearing the curſe of it 
might be reckoned unto them, as if they had 
bore it themſelves; and his obedience to it ac- 
counted to them as their own. By this he 
3 or begets them again, giving them 
the anſwer of a good conſcience toward God 
by his reſurrection from the dead; hereby he 
engages and capacitates them to return to God, 
Hoping in him, and calling on him as their re- 
conciled God and Father; being affured that 

he is fully reconciled by his voice from heaven; 
this is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed: 
which is fully confirmed and explained by his 
reſurrection from the dead. For tho? they are 
not hereby aſſured of their part in Chriſt, yet 
they are fully aſſured that peace with him is 
eternally accompliſhed, by the death of his Son, 
who thereby has obtained completeredemption, 
even the forgiveneſs of ſins for the guiltieſt of 
mankind. The knowledgeof the Father's name, 
which was proclaimed to Moſes, Exod. xxxiv. 6. 
7. and which is fully manifeſted in the death 
and reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt in the room of 
finners, 


61-0). 
finners, is that light werewith he, as the day 


fpring from on high, illuminates the minds of all 
his people, teaching them to addreſs the holy 


and juſt God, not only in words, but inſpiring 
them, in the broadeſt view of his oppoſition to 
all iniquity, and alſo of their utter unworthi- 


neſs, to draw near and call upon him, ſaying, 
Dur Father. Further, the inviſible things of 


God from the creation of the world are clearly 


ſeen, being underſtood by the things that are made, 
even his eternal power and Godhead ;; but his 
character is fully manifeſted in this, That God 


fo loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 


Son, that whoſoever believeth in him ſhould not 
periſh, but have everlaſting life + ſo Jeſus ſays 


to the Phariſees, Ferily I ſay unto you, he that 


heareth my words, and believeth on him that ſent 
me, hath everlaſting life, and ſhall not come into 
condemnation ; but is paſſed ft oni death unto life. 
The proper death of men was a conſcicous ſenſe 
of God's juſt diſpleaſure, which he experienced 
when he became a tranſgreſſor of the divine 


law; by this he was deprived of all friendly 


correſpondence with God; and ſo, as it was 


natural to him, he fled from his preſence, ſeex- 


ing to hide his guilty. head in the firſt corner 
he could find: hence, ever ſince, men natu- 
rally fly from the living God, ſeeking to hide 
themſelves, in deceitful reaſonings of every ſort. 
But when the truth is underſtood, 4 
the above gracious interpoſition of God, theſe 


deceitful” reaſonings fall to the ü I 
* | 4 
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the guilty find deliverance and relief from a 
quarter whence they never could have expected 
it; and in a way as much ſurpaſſing all their 
conceptions, as it exceeds in its bleſſed effects 
all their vain labours and deceitful reaſonings: 
the effect is no leſs than peace with God now, 
and the hope of life everlaſting, through Jeſus 
Chriſt aboliſhing death, and bringing life and im. 
mortality to light by the goſpel. By this truth, a 


new intercourſe and correſpondence with God 


is opened, and a way whereby men can appear 
in the preſence of the Holy one of Iſrael, and 
live in his ſight, even when unanſwerably con- 


victed of their own unworthineſs. However 


much men may be reformed in their outward 
converſation, and learn to talk about God and 
Chriſt; yet there is no true repentance toward 
God, or peaceful correſpondence with him, 
but in believing that he is fully reconciled by 
the obedience to the death of his beloved Son, 
and that there is forgivenc/s with him that he 
may be feared. By this are men drawn to God. 
This truth is in them a new principle of life and 
peace; they paſs from the ſtate of the condem- 
ned to the ſtate of the juſtified : and the effect 
is, they return to God with ſentiments anſwer- 
able to theſe words, Our Father, conveyed in- 
to their hearts by him who ſaid to Mary, Go 
tell my diſciples, ] aſcend unto my Father and 
yeur- Father, to my God and your God. 
Io pray in this manner, is an evidence that 
2 believe and love the truth; in 3 
rom 


is: 3 


from the Phariſees, or, as the Lord calls them, 


the hypocrites, who loved to pray ſtanding 1n + 
the ſynagogues and corners of the streets, to 
be ſeen of men; or from the Heathen, who 
uſed vain repetitions, and thought they ſhould 

be heard for their much ſpeaking. Of this 
ſort are all theſe prayers wherein men-ſeek to 
ſhine by their fine ſpeeches, as the forme; ror 
in which they exert themſelves to®propitnte 
God, as the latter. How often are we thus 


employed in prayer? As if we were anxious to 


be friends with God, but he will not be ſo with 
us; as if we loved him, and he loved us not: 
than which nothing can be more prophane and 
heatheniſh ! It will be found that, in general, 
even among Christians, long prayers proceed 
from unbelief; and this thought is at the bot- 
tom, that we hope to make God propitious by 
our much ſpeaking. But the diſciples of Jeſus: 
Christ, instead of being conducted by their own 
wiſdom, have in this prayer, a pattern ſet be- 
fore them, which they ought to copy after. 
And it would be well for them to attend to the 
wiſe man's words, Eccl. v. 1, 2. Keep thy frot 
when thou. goeft to the houſe of Gd, and be more 
ready to hear, than to give the ſacrifice of fools : 


for they conſider not that they do evil. Be not 


raſh with thy mouth, and let not thing heart be 
haſty to utter any thing before God ; for God i- 
in heaven, and thou upen earth > therefore let 
thy words be few ; as here explained by Jeſus 
Christ. It would be tedious n 

| | 8 
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the many ways men are deluded by this ſort of 

devotion : let it ſuffice:to- obſerve, that he 
teaches his: people to draw near to the ſearcher 
of hearts conſcious of their utter unworthineſs, 
encouraged by his word, This is my beloved Son, 

in whom I am well pleaſed. But farther, it may 
be obſerved here, that under the Old Teſta- 
ment, the worſhippers were held in bondage, 

the ſpirit of fear and terror conſtantly haunting 

them; becauſe as their fins were not expiated, 
nor the law fulfilled, they were kept at a diſ- 
tance from God, through the curſe hanging 
over their heads continually : fo they could 
not enter into the holieſt of all, as we fe from 
Hebrews ix. But Jeſus Chriſt, having entered 
once into the heavenly holy place by his own 

blood, hath confecrated a new and living way 
for his people to enter there with boldneſs ; ſo 

in this prayer he teaches them, and by his Holy 

Spirit inſpires them, to draw near, having their 

hearts ſprinkled from an evil conſcience by the 

blood: of the true facrifiee for ſin ; by which 

they find every objection to their entrance into 

the. moſt intimate preſence of God, removed; 

and every thing neceſſary. to give a ſinner con- 

fidence and ſtrength in approaching to God, 
completely finiſhed ; according to Romans viii. 
15. Te have not received the ſpirit of bondage 
again to fear ; hut ye have receiued the ſpirit of 
adoption, whereby we ery, Abba Father. And 
again Gal. iv. 6. And-becauſe.ye are ſons, God 
hath ſent forth the ſpirit of his Son, into your 
3 i CG | _ hearts, 


ST. 
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1 crying, Abba, Father. or this N 
the ſaints under the Old Teſtament did not 
partake; tho' they believed the promiſes, and 
law the gracious purpoſe of God through the 
types and ſhadows of that 'Teſtament : yet even 
they were in bondage, andiaw theſe things only 
afar off. But in the New Teſtament church, the 
High Prieſt being now-glorified, and having 
received of the Father the promiſe of the Holy 
Gholl, he ſheds him forth; giving the weakeſt, 

as well as the {ſtrongeſt of his people, accels to 
the Father with boldneſs and confidence by the 
faith of him. But this is not all: for they are 
alſo admitted into the true holy place; not the 
holy place made with hands, the figures of the 
true ; but into heaven itſelf, where the ſeat of 
Wearſhip now 1s : therefore the: Lord teaches. 
thei to ſlay, Our Father. | 


N. bich art in Heaven. 


That we may have a clearer view of thin, d it 
mult be obſerved, that the ſeat of worſhip and 
center of power in the Old Teſtament church 
at Jeruſalem, was only a figure of the heavenly 
ſeat of worſhip. The Apoſtle deſcribes this very 
gong = in the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, chap. 
xii. For ye are not come to the mount that 
"iebt 55 touched, and thot burned with fire, nor 
unte blackneſs, and darkneſs, and tempeſt, &c. 
But ye are come unto mount Zion, and unto the 
city of the living God, the heavenly Feruſalem, 


— * 


15 


&. Jeſus ſaid to the woman of Samaria, th £ 
this ſhould come to paſs, when they wou 


neither in that mountain, nor yet at Jeruſalem 


worſhip the Father, John iv. 22. Te worſhip 


ye know not, what : we know what we worſhip : 


for ſalvation is of the Jews.” But the hour com- 

etb, and now is, when the true worſhippers ſhal! 
| worſhip the Father in ſpirit and in. gt Phi- 
_ loſophers, and ſome who pretend to 


e very 
ſpiritual, ſuppoſe, that by worthipping i in ſpirit, 


Jeſus Chriſt meam here worſhipping inwardly, 2 


or with the heart, in oppoſition to worſhipping 


outwardly, or with the body; and by. worlhip- 


ping in truth, worſhipping in ſincerity, in oppo- 


. fitton to hypocriſy §: as if the Old Teſtament 
ſaints had been all hypocrites ; and as it they 
had never worſhipped with their hearts; for- 


getting what the Lord ſays here, We En 


what we worſhip : for ſalvation. is of the Jeus: 
_and that Chriſtians are taught to ferve God 


with their bodies, as well as their ſpirits. But 
the Lord ſpeaks here of a ſubject very different 


from any of theſe: for he is teaching the wo- 
man, that the truth of all the ancient figures 
was now come, and the accompliſhment of the 


C 2 promiſe 


6 The greck phraſe, Thus o tor, John iv. 24. rendered 


God is a Spirit, is alſo. generally ſuppoſed to furniſh” the 


woman of Samaria with a deſcription of the Being of God 
in oppoſition to body or matter; a gloſs altogether foreig- 


to the ſcope of this paſſage : which was to teach her the 
the {pine or meaning of the divine preſence in the temple a 


Jerufaler” 
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promiſe, ſet forth fby thoſe types, being 
now at hand, ſo the true and ſpiritual wor- 
ſhip ſhould take place, m oppoſition to 
that which was only figurative, and carnal. 
By this the believers of the truth would under- 
ſtand the ſpirit of all the old Teſtament worſhip, 
which was now to be eſtabliſhed ; and fo no 
more ' worſhip the Father by thoſe dark ſigns, 
and at that earthly place ; but worſhip him in 
the ſpirit of them, and in the heavenly place, 
which is therefore called the New Jeruſalem. 
With an eye to this, the Apoſtle ſays to a Chris- 
tian church, Phil. iii. Ne are the circumciſion 
ho worſhip God in the ſpirit, and rejoice in Chri/? 
Jeſus, and have no confidence in the fleſh. The 
accompliſhment of all the promiſes, and the 
truth of all the Old Teſtament worſhip came by 
Jeſus Chriſt ; and did ſhine ſorth as the bright 
and morning ſtar, when he, having finiſhed 
the work the Father gave him to do, came a- 

gain 


Jeruſalem, with the previous: appearances of the God of 
Iſrael, making one place more holy than another, was now 
to be fully manifeſted in him who was converſing with her, 
the Meſſiah. Tt is evident that Hpirit and truth are here 
uſed by the Lord as terms of the ſame meaning illuſtratin 
rach other, ſee 1 John v. 6. And they who worſhip Gol 
. as manifeſted in his glorious character and preſence b 
Jeſus Chriſt, the Image of the inviſible God, his expreſs | 
Image, worſhip him in ſpirit and in truth, in diſtinction 
from, and as the ſpirit of, the Jewiſh worſhip, But they 
who worſhip by metaphiſical, or refined, ideas of what they 
call ſpiritual ſubſtance, as taught by philoſophy, worſhip they 
know not 1 .. Editor. ; 


LE 
$210 from the dead, by the blood of the ever- 
_ laſting covenant ; when the righteous Father, 
who never could be pleaſed by any ſacrifice or 
offering before, thus manifeſted his eternal ſa- 
tisfaction in him. Theſe and ſuch like prophe- 
ſies were then fully verified, Pſal. xlv. Thou hat 
loved righteouſneſs and hated iniquity ; therefore, 
God, thy God hath anointed thee with the oil of 
Joy. And Iſa. Ixvi. Where is the place of ny. 
reſt? But to this man will I look, &c. The 
blackneſs, darkneſs, and tempeſt, signs of the 
divine wrath at the giving of the law on mount 
Sinai, fell upon Jeſus in reality, in the garden 
and upon the croſs; and overwhelmed the ſoul, 
and broke the heart of the Son of God. But 
now the curſe being fully executed against the 
tranſgreſſors, in the death of, the infinitely 
_ worthy repreſentative, and the divine justice 
being fully ſatisfied, the darkneſs paſſed away; 
and the true light of God's reconciled counte- 
nance, which appeared only in a figure in the 
tabernacle and temple, ſhone forth upon him 
in its fullest lustre, restoring him to Life eter- 
nal; exalted him and ſet Jim down at the 
Tight hand of God ; crowning him with glory, 
honour, and immortality. The divine compla- 
cence, which never before found a perſon on 
whom it could rest, now found Him an object 
worthy of it all: ſo the glory, the true glory 
of the God of Iſrael reared up his deceaſed 
body in three days, as his holy temple, of 
which he ſays, Thi: is the place of my ret, here 
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will I dwell : thus the place where the divine 
preſence formerly appeared, and the churches 


place of worſhip, paſſed from earth to heaven; 
that which was typified by all his appearances 


on earth, now appearing there; the protniſed 


bleſſedneſs being now poured out upon the glo- 


rif ed ſoul and body of the man Chriſt Jeſus, 
he appears as the Lamb, that was lain, alive 


in the midR of the throne, —Who is the image of 


the inviſible God; fo they have acceſs into the 


: heavenly holy place, and through him worſhip 
the divine Three, eminently manifeſted in him, 
in whom dwells all the fulneſs of the Godhead 
' bodily : and his people ſeeing with open face 
the divine complacence refting on him, their 
glorifed kinſman and elder brother; and know- 
ing it to be the fruit of his obedience to the 
death, they are emboldened to draw near to 
the Father in heaven, thus manifeſting himſelf 


reconciled in him. 

In this manner Jeſus Christ taught his diſ- 
ciples to worſhip, and made them acquainted 
with the character of God; the ſuſt God, and 
the Saviour, who is just in justifying the un- 
godly. In this manner every church of his, 
worſhipped from the beginning; ſo were the 
true worſhippers, aſcribing /alvation to him that 
fitteth on the throne and to the Lamb, for ever 
and ever. But this leads us to conſider the 
next thing in this prayer. 
| ; #228 i 
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e Hallored be thy Name. 


The name of God in ſcripture, is an expreſ- 
fion of great import; pointing out tg us his 
divine character, as he is diſtinguiſhed from all 
beſide that is called God; and by which he is 
known to be the living and true God. When 
men therefore underſtand and believe, what has 
been already obſerved concerning the incarna- 
non, death, and reſurrection of the Son of God, 
they underſtand that great and glorious name, 


Exod. xxxiv. 6. The Lord, the Lord God, mer- 


ciful and gracions, long ſuffering, and abundant 
in goodneſs and truth; keeping merey for thou- 
fands ; forgiving iniquity, tranſgreſſion and jins ; 
and that in clearing, will not clear. And it is 
written, Thou ſhalt worfhip no other God ; for 
the Lord, whoſe name is jealous, is a jealous God. 


Now this name was never fully diſplayed, until 


'God appeared, viſiting the iniquities of his 
whole church on his beloved Son, in his death; 
and manifeſting his ſatisfaction with, and ac- 
ceptance of them, in him their repreſentative, 
in his reſurrection from the dead, and reception 
into heaven. This is he whom the Apoſtle 
John ſays is /ove which love is manifeſted to- 
ward us, becauſe that God ſent his only .begutten 
"Son into the world, that we might live thro' him: 
and the fame Apoſtle ſays, e v. 20, 21. 
This is the true God and eternal life : little chil- 
"dren, keep yourſelves from idols. This is the 
name of the One God, the juſt God and the 
* | | Saviour, 
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Saviour, beſide whom there is no God; who 


ſet forth his Son a propitiation for fin, thro' faith 


in his blood, unto the manifeſtation of his juſtice, 
for the paſſing over the /ins that were before, in 
the forbearance of God : and toward the mani- 
Feſtaticn of his juſtice, in the time that is now; 
that he might be juſt, and the juſtifier of him that 
believeth in Jeſus. Rom. iii. 25, 26. We are 
well authoriſed to call every other God whom 


men worſhip, an idol; and to ſay of ſuch wor- 


ſhippers, that they know not what they wor- 
ſhip. But the God of the church, is he who 
cauſeth righteouſneſs and ſalvation to ſpring up - 
together; who comes and ſaves with vengeance 
and a recompence; who condemns ſinners, 
both Jews and Gentiles, in their conſciences, 
for every. tranſgreſſion of his law; and acquits 
them in the ſame by the blood of Jeſus Chriſt; 
giving them the anſwer of a good conſcience 


through his reſurrection; who juſtifies them 


by the righteouſneſs of his beloved Son; there- 
by eſtabliſhing at the ſame time, his law in their 
conſciences, that condemned both. So Jeſus 
Chriſt teaches his diſciples to give unto God 
the glory due unto his name, fo fully difplayed 
an the ſalvation of ſinners from the deepeſt mi- 
ſery ; ſending forth his Son, made of a woman, 
made under the law, to redeem, &c. to celebrate 
his mercy, juſtice, wiſdom, power, and faith- 

fulneſs, all-ſo gloriouſly manifeſted in this fal- 


vation; to glorify him, as he who pardoneth 
" iniquity, who reſtores the baniſhed, and bleſ- 


ſeth 


» Rene. 


310 


ſeth the accurſed. So the Apoſtle ſays to the 


Hebrews, xiii. 15. By him therefore let us offer 


the ſacrifice of praiſe to-God contmually, that is 


the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to his name. 
And the Apoſtle Peter, 1 Epiſt. ii. Te are an 
holy prieſthood, to offer up ſpiritual ſacrifices, ac- 
ceptable to God by Jeſus Chrift.—-Ye are a cho- 
fen generation, that ye ſhould ſhew forth the vir- 
tues of him that hath called you out of darkneſs 
into his marvellous light. What our Lord 
teaches his diſciples here, is the fame. that the 
Apoſtle prays for. Romans, chap. xv. ver. 5. 
Now the God of patience and consolation grant 


you to be like minded toward one another ; that 


you may with one mind, and one mouth glorify God, 
&c. Indeed unleſs men are united together, 
praying in this manner, whatever appearance 
of ſanctity they aflume ; whatever gifts they 
may be poſſeſſed of; and however orderly their 
converſation may be: they are only vain'talkers 


in the matters of Chriſt's kingdom. But his 


” 


We 


to approach to God; they are not believing 


people are diſtinguiſhed by their loving much, 
from a fenſe or ak forgiveneſs ; and this 
ſhews itſelf, in their harmomouſly joining to- 
gether in praiſing him, ſaying, Bleſſed be his 
glorious name for ever ; let the whole earth be 


filled with his glory; and in unanimouſly aſcrib- 


ing their ſalvation to him that fitteth on the 
throne, and-to the Lamb for ever and ever. 

When men are ſeeking to be made fitter than 
others, or than they themſelves at preſent are, 


his 


his teſtimony, as confirmed by the reſurrection 
of Jeſus Chriſt from the dead : ſo muſt find 


themſelves unable heartily to join with his 


church in aſcribing the glory to God imported 
in theſe words. When this is the caſe, they 
muſt be convinced of unbelief. Jeſus Chnit 
reaches them ſuch a rebuke as he gave to his 
diſciples, O fools, and /low of heart to believe. 


So, this, as well as all the other ordinances of 


the goſpel, ſerves to convince them of fin, and 
to lead them to his blood for forgiveneſs: and 
in this way he graciouſly preſerves them from 
apoſtacy. | 3 
Our Lord having taught his diſciples to pray 
that his name may be hallowed ; he next in- 
structs them to ſay, ] | 


MI by Kingdom come: 


For therein his name is glorified. By this 
he intimates to them, that every thing elſe they 
aſk of him, muſt be connected with this, their 
grand concern; according to Matth. vi, 33. 
Seek ye fir/t the kingdom. of God, &c. | 
The kingdom of God came, when Jeſus 
Chriſt appeared at John's Baptiſm, undertake- 
ing to fulfil all righteouſneſs in the name of his 
people : and it appeared more clearly, when 
the God of peace brought him again from the 


dead; exalting him with his right hand, to ſit 


down on the throne of his Father David, to 


reign before his Ancients glorioufſly, But it 


did 


1 1 r 
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aid - not then come in its perſeCtion ; for tho? - 
he was then glorified, and the ſpirits of juſt 
men made 1 yet their bodies remained 
in the grave: and though the Holy Ghoſt was 
poured out on his people on earth, as the com- 
forter: yet the outward appearances of his 
kingdom was as the ſmoking flax, aud bruiſed 
reed; and he taught them, never to look for 
it, in any other appearance, until his ſecond 
coming; for which he taught them to hope, 
and pray. Of this coming of his kingdom, the 
prophets foretold; ſee Dan. vu. 27. and down- 
ward : and the Lard frequently ſpeaks of it to 
his diſciples; the exhortations of the Apoſtles 
are full of it; whereby they are encouraged in 
their ſtate of conformity to their Lord on this 
earth, and aſſured, that if they ſuffer with bim, 
they ſhall alſo reign with him. 

This reign, commencing, at the ſecond 
coming of the Lord, is to be upon earth, and 
to continue a thouſand years; as is evident 
from Rev. xx. 4. I ſaw thrones, and they ſat 

upon them and they lived, and reigned with 
Chriſt a thouſand years. But the reſt of the dead 
lived not again, until the thouſand years were 
finiſhed : compare this with tap v. ver. 8. to 

11. This is agreeable to all the ſayings of 
Chriſt, and his Apoſtles on this ſubject. For 
a further illuſtration of it, ſee Glas s Works, 


volume: Il, page 3 n 2 main J. 
„Men, 


q Theſe references are to the 1ſt Edition of Mr. Glas's s 
Works. In the 2d. Edition the paſſages will be ſound in 
volume iv. page 92-102 and 173—180 


24 | | 
When this ſhall come to paſs, the falſe church, 
which is called Antichriſt, ſhall be judged and 
deſtroyed, ſee Rev. xiv. 1, 12. compared with 
chap. xvii. Until this time, Jeſus Chriſt is in- 
deed faid to reign, but he reigns in the midſt of 
his enemies ; and all his people muſt be con- 
formed to him ; nor does he give them the 
leaſt encouragement to hope for any honour 
in the world till then, but the honour of being 
companions in his kingdom and patience. But 
at this time, his deſpiſed, humbled people ſhall 
be exalted to reign over the reſtored creation, 
the new heavens and the new earth ; and to in- 
herit all things made new, and to reign for e- 
ver and ever. Jeſus Chriſt would have his 
people exerciſed in praying for the advance- 
ment of his kingdom in the world; that the 
time may be haſtened, when it ſhall thus come 
in its perfection; and if they are lively in the 
hope of the goſpel, they will be earnestly pray» 
ing, that for this end, his word may have a free 
cone; and be- glorified ; that the Elect may be 
gathered in, by the preaching of the everlast- 
ing goſpel; the mean by which his kingdom 
is advanced in the world ; and by which he is 
now conſuming the man of ſin, until he des- 
troy him with the brightneſs of his coming, 
Let us therefore approach unto the reconciled 
Father, in fellowſhip with all heaven, praying 
for, and hastening unto this glorious event, the 
coming of his kingdom ; hence ſhall we learn 
to become hearty followers of them who thro? 
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faith and patience inherit the promiſes: and let 
us manifest that we are in good earnest lookin 
for it, by boldly profeſſing the faithful truth, 
Studying to ſpread its ſavour among men, ac- 
cording to what our Lord ſays, Let your light 
fo ſhine before men, that they may ſee your good 
works, and glorify your Father which is in hea- 
ven. We are next directed to ſay, 


Thy Will be done on Earth, 


Our Lord teaches his people to hope for this, 
as. the conſequence of the coming of his king- 
dom, and ſo to pray for the accompliſhment 
of it, For however clear it be, from the ſcrip- 
ture, that the happineſs and holineſs of his peo- 
ple commences with the faith of him ; yet it is 
as clear, that through the natural bias to their 
own merit, and to a hope in this preſent evil 
world, their happineſs is often interrupted, and 
their hearts drawn aſide from the truth: they 
are obliged to confeſs that in many things they 
all offend, even at their best estate. Jeſus 
Christ, as we ſhall ſee afterward, is far from 
teaching them to hope for perfection in this 
life; therefore we can never ſuppoſe, that what 
he directs them to pray for here, is to happen 
until his ſecond coming; when they ſhall be 
made like him, and ſee him as he is. Their 
preſent state is only like the beginning of that 
happineſs and holineſs, in which they shall be 
made perfect at his n All who * - 
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the grievous conflict that is betwixt the flesh 
| and the ſpirit in bis diſciples, while in this mor- 
1 tal state; will find it a matter of the utmost 
[ conſequence, that they have his authority, and 
b are encouraged by him to pray, and hope for 
EF this, that his whole people shall be raifed up- 
3 from the dead; and even on this earth be made 
5 conformable to him; in his glorified. state, in 
ſoul; body, and ſpirit, in the full enjoyment of 
the Father's love and approbation, and in the 
most perfect return of love and obedience to 
4 him, anſwerable to his holy, just, and good law, 
1 im its ſpiritual meaning and fullest extent; as 
SG faith the Prophet Iſaiah, chap: ix. 8, to the end. 


Misdiente ſpall no more be heard in y land. Thy 
WU prople alſo ſhall be ul righteous 3 they Jhall in. 
4 rit the land for ever, &c. Agreeable to this, 
John, when ſpeaking cxpreſsly of this very time, 
| ſays; Rev. xx. 6. Bleſſed and holy is hecthat hath. 
part in the firſt reſurrectian; on ſuch the ſerond 
death' hath no power, &c. ſee alſo chap. xxit. 
ver. 3, 4, 5- This hope is not founded on ar- 
gument; nor has it any thing to do with the 
idle gueſſes of Philoſophers, or the more idle 
fancies of the devotees; but it is founded on 
the word of God, confirmed and demonstrated 
dy a fact, expreſſive of the ſenſe and meaning 
of that word; and it is established beyond all 
= controyerfy.in the hearts of his few diſciples; 
WK who believing the truth, and praying as here 
1 directed, are animated by the ſpirit of the truth, 
io tea for the hope-of Tighteoufnefs which. is by 
855 ö faith. - 


6. 
Faith. ; Then shall his people be capacitated to 
ſee his face, and every thought of their hearts, 
engaged to ſerve him: their happineſs shall 
know no mixture of pain and ſorrow, nor their 
holineſs any thing of imperfection: for Jeſus 
f Christ sball be All in all. He gives to his peo- 
ple on earth the earnest of his Spirit in their 
hearts, leading them to long for this time; 
, and while he is ſaying to them, Sureiy 1 come 
quickly, they expres their ardent deſire, join- 
ing with all the redeemed in heaven and in 
earth, replying, Amen, even ſo come, Lord Fefcs. 
Are we then — of theſe things? dõ we 
look for them? do we believe that all theſe 
things, that now ſo readily engage our atten- 
tion, shall be diſſolved? Then, What manner 
off erſons ought we to be in all holy converſation 
and godlinefe, looking for and ns, unto the 
e 7 the day 9 Gat. 


1 mY *. As it 1. in Heaven, 
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"This, . ts in the expeRtation of the 
Lender of the Old testament Church, and the 
est N of its members, at the begin- 

| * of the goſpel, doubtleſs was, that their 
Metrah $hou 5 5 to them, and reign a- 
mong them in earthly power, and es alt them 
above all nations. From this mistake even the 
Apostles themfelves were not fully delivered 
before the day of pentecost. The influence of 
3 appeared alter the reſurrection, Acts i. 6. 
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And we may ſay, that the corruption of the 
goſpel, foretold by the Apostles, has a near 
connection with this capital error. The gene- 
ral expectation of reigning Christianity in the 
world before the ſecond coming of Christ, and 
the first reſurrection, is one notable effect of 
this ancient mistake ſo ſuited to our natural 
bias. But we profeſſors of Christianity who 
admit the authority of the New testament, are 
more inexcuſable than the Jews 5. For the 
preaching of John the Baptist and of the Lord 
first, correcting this mistake, and then the 
doctrine of the Apostles following, shew most 
clearly, that the true followers of Jeſus Christ 
| | must 


9 Averfion to the crofs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, or of 
conformity to him in his humiliation, with a ready diſpoſi- 
tion to accommodate many prophcep of the Old teſla- 
ment to the univerſal prevalency of Chriſtianity in the world 
without the croſs, is not confined to national churches : it 
appears alſo ſtrong in leſſer diviſions of what is called, the 
Chriſtian world. It is indeed a rare thing to hear or ſee 
any diſcourſe on the propheſies, reſpecting the proſperity 
and glory of the New teſtament church, wherein this 
Jewiſb not ion is not adopted with fervout; and the dream 
of a general converſion of the Jews, and of all nations to 
the Chriſtian religion, is not repreſented as the accompliſh- 
ment of ſcripture prophecy. Men entertaining very diffe- 
rent views of the dodrine and laws of the New teſtament 
readily accord here; while each claſs is full of the expectation 
that its own diſtin& way in the Chriſtian profeſſion” ſhall 
prevail over every other, and over all the world. But will 
not he who receives the apoſtolic explaination of the glory 
of the Meſũah's kingdom, given by the prophets of the 
Old teſtament church, in the view of the common PR: | 
: a 0 < On 
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must first partake with him in ſuffering and hi 
miliation, and after this in his glory. AN 
ing to the Loxd's doctrine in this prayer, with 
his preaching in general, and the explicit de- 

clarations of his Apostles, explaining the word | 
of prophecy, the glorious kingdom promiſed 
in the Old testament ſcriptures, was to be ſet 
up in Heaven, after the Lord's aſcenſion. 
And all the appearance which this kingdom 
has on earth, before his ſecond coming, is 
in the confeſion of the faith, and in the com- 
panies of his diſciples, or churches, gathered 


one of: the n2nang of the world, by the truth 
4 Wan i dann 


"Ra be ready. to pe” Waris Tar cHArr To THE 
WHEAT? He will behold the divine glory, rather, in the 
view given him by the Apoſtle James, however contempti- 
ble it may appear to worldly minded men: © Simeon hath 
-4 declared how God did at gt viſn the nations, to take 
e out of 75 7 for his name. And to this agree 
66 the w. words of ropheſs 3, as. It 18 written, After this 1 
will return, build again the tabernacle of David, 
© which is Kallen down; and Iwill build again the ruins 
Part vor 2 rk Tbat the reſidue of men 
«©, might ſee rd, and all the nations upon 
_ «* whom my name alled, a the Lord, WhO doeth al 
e theſe things.“ A xv. 14A—17. 
Should: the reader incline & take a comprehenſive 1 
. of the private interpretation of the word of prophecy, in op- 
poſition to the Apoſtles, he may be gratitied,- and ſce this 
ſtated and commended ; and the eleventh chapter of the 
epiſtle to the Romans explained againſt the ſcope of the 
epiſtle, in a treatiſe entituled, The Commiſion given by 
efus Chrift to his Apoſiles illuftrated, By ARCHiBALD 
Ic. Lau, 2d edition, page 335 to the end. Eduur. 
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concerning him, to confeſs his name and do 


his will. 


So, after his reſurrection, he aſcended up 
to HEAVEN, where the ſpirits of just men were 
waiting for him, and there ſat down on the 


_ throne of his kingdom, prefigured eſpecially 
by the throne of David and his ſucceſſors, Acts 


1. 29 —36, There is the ſeat of worship, as 
before noted, p. 14—18. there the great body 
of ſubjects, Gal. iv. 26. and there,. where he 


reigns before his ancients in glory, is the WILE 
of the Father done perfectly. 


But with his ſubjects on earth he has left the 


promiſe of his coming again from heaven, Acts 


1. 11. 1 Cor. xi. 26. and reigning on the earth 
with them, raiſed from the dead : and then this 

tition will be FULLY anſwered. Meanwhile, 
the rule of doing the will of the Father in hea- 


ven, is with the faithful on earth, who are 
called off from conformity to this world, that 


they may prove what is that good, and accept- 
able, and perfect Will of God.“ }. 


It may — obſerved here, that as all the for- 


mer petitions in this pra = reſpe@ the king- 
dom of heaven; ſo the following reſpect the 


. fatuation of his diſciples 3 in this 4 455 on their 
way to that kingdom. Therefore he direckt 
c n next to ſay, 


Give 


0 — — 


.. "0, 0 I 
_ Give ws this day our daily Bread. 


As the nner part of this prayer is a profeſ- 
ſion of the faith and hope of the goſpel; ſo 
this part of it is a profeſſion of the duty of e- 
very Christian church: and the following 
things ſeem to be imported in this petition, viz. 
Iſt. Trust in the living God; in oppoſition to 
uncertain riches. adly, Humility and fobriety 
of mind; as it is written, Having food and rai- 
ment, be ye therewith content. 3dly, As our 
| Lord- expreſsly promiſes his diſciples, Matt. vi. 
33. food and raiment, in connection with ſeek- 
FL firft the kingdom 'of God]; ſo this is a pro- 
feinen of their trust in him for the performance 
of his promiſe, in oppoſition to _ thought 
for to-morrow, or being careful anxious 
about their future lives in this world; which 
he expreſsly prohibits. 4thly, It is anſwerable 
to the divine law, Thou ſhalt love thy neighbowr 
as thyſelf : as it imports their joint good will 
to and concern about each other, ſo is a true 
expreſſion of that brotherly affection that our 
Lord will have to fubſiſt amongſt his diſciples, 
Fthiy, It imports, that it is their duty to chew. 
love to his name, in ministe to the neceſſi- 
ties of the ſaints, of the things of this life, when 
providence bestows more on them than is ſufh. 
cient for ſober food and raiment; ſo to imi- 
tate the grace of our Lord Jeſus Christ, «who 
| wag? Be was rich, yet 15 their fakes became 


Poor © 


| 0 „ 
poor, &c. And not oo ſo, but it is a profeſ. 
ſion of their duty to imitate the divine good 
will, in doing goed to all men, as they have op- 
i portunity, eſpecially unto ,tbem .of the hauſhald of 
Faith. Finally, the Lord's doctrine on this 
head, points out to us the only proper way of 
ſerving the living God; and that contentment 
* of mind which can only be preſerved by our 
luing in the hope of his ſecond. coming :- 
Our Lord's doctrine in Matthew, chap. vi. 
ſrom ver. 19. to the end, is expreſsly pointed 
against two evils which his diſciples, in com- 
mon with all mankind, are in a peculiar man- 
ner liable to; and which, he declares to be ut- | 
terly inconſiſtent with his ſervice; The firſt is, 
thoughtfulneſs for the future, in them who be- 
ing in ſuch a ſituation, as having barely food 
and raiment; are ſaying with the nations, what 
Hall we at? and what! ſball we. drink? and 
— . withall ſhall we be. clothed? 2dly, That 
- diſpoſition which leads men to lay up ren 
on earth, ſo making proviſion againſt evils to 
come, when Providence is pleaſed to'beſtow 
more ſen them than is negdful for their preſent 
5 r ood and raiment: This temper of mind 
he derjpturei expreſsly calls Idolatry. As to 
the firſt of theęſe, it is to be obſerved, that e- 
very anxious thought about our lives in this 
world for the future, is contrary to the ſpirit 
of this petition; and is allq a ſtrong evidence 
of the weakneſs of, faith, as he ſays, Shall 
be not much more <lethe you, C 50 * te Faith. 
424 Therefore 
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Therefore take no thought for to-morrow. When 
this temper of mind prevails in men that pro- 
feſs to be Chriſt's diſciples, they may very welt 
admit the conviction of hypocriſy ; for in this 
caſe what evidence have they; that they are be- 
lieving on him for eternal life, which depends 
entirely on the teſtimony of God concerning hrs 
beloved Son in whom he is well pleaſed ; while 
they cannot rely on him for their lives in this 
world, according to his promiſe, All theſe things 
ſhall be added unto you. The effect the goſpel 
had upon the firſt Chriſtians, was, that it taught 
them contentment in the loweſt ſituation in this 
world; and inſtead of taking thought for to- 
morrow, it is recorded of the Macedonians, that 
in great affliction and deep- poverty, they were 
not only reconciled to that fituation, but it 
© abounded unto the riches of their liberality ; inſo- 
much that they did to their power, and were 
willing beyond their power, to do the good works 
of the goſpel. This is a pattern ſet before all 
Chriſtians, in like circumſtances, to copy after: 
remembring what account the Lord makes of 
this ſelf-denial in the inſtance of the poor wi- 
dow, who threw in the two mites, Verily T ſay 
unto you that this poor widow hath caſt in mos 
than they all. For they did caſt in of their abun-= 
dance; but ſhe, of her want, did caſt in all that 
ſhe had, even all her living! From theſe in- 
ſtances, we ſee the wonderful effects the goſpel 
has on the minds of men, in not only reconcil- 
ing them to the deepeſt poverty ; but endow- 


= 
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ing them with lden iy of heart to do che 
works of mercy : and indeed great is their en- 
couragement; for we ſee he is not -unrighteous 
to forget it: it does not pals unobſerved by him, 
becauſe, as 22 him in this ſituation, is much 


greater ſelf denial; ſo it is more valuable in his 
ſight, than the ſervice of thoſe who do theſe 
things out of their abundance; and he aſſures 
them, they Pall in no ways loſe their reward. 
But the truth is, when men are not truſtingin 
the living God for their lives in this world, they 
are not erediting his teſtimony concerning his 
Son, as their ſole ground of hope for eternal 
_dalvation : ſo are ſeeking to be ſaved from the 
wirath to come, and inherit eternal life, in the 
way af eſtabliſhing their own righteouſneſs; the 
native effect of this exerciſe, is TEES and 
anxiety about their lives in this world, taking 
thought for to-morrow, in place of truſting inthe |} 
living God, who is the;preſerver of al wo 
nat of: thoſe that believe. 
As to the temper of mind that Bade men, 
who have abundance of the things of this dife, 
to lay them up as proviſion againſt future want, 
our Lord declares it to be utterly inconſiſtent 
With his ſervice. Ne man can ſerve twe mafters. 
Ae cannot ferve. Gad and mummon. It is the 
ſureſt evidence that men do not know the ſave- 
ing truth: for wwhoſo hath this world's good, 
and ſeeth his brother hawe-meed, and ſbutteth up 
his bowels from bim, how dwelleth the love of 
God in bim? This petition is expreſsly 210 
e 
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8 this; temper of mind; and i is: abſolutely | 


inconſiſtent with ourreckoning any thing we 
ec have our own, while the children of God, 
with whom we pray for daily bread, are in 
6% Want of that bread: for if we have preſent 
* ſufficiency-for ourſelves. and for them, and 
* ſuffer them to want this day, how can we 
<« pray with them, Give us this day our _— 
< bread?” The influence of the goſpel o 
men at the beginning, who had this — 5 
ape led them chearfully to part with theſe, 
the ſervice of - Jeſus: Chriſt, in the hope of 
the heavenly inheritance. and it muſt have ſtill 
the ſame influence on them that are rich in this 
world, by their being 7 ich in goad works, laying 
up their treaſure in heaven in almſgiving; other- 
_ wiſe he declares it to be impoſſible for them to 
enter into the kingdom of heaven: ſo they 
muſt not allow themſelves in this thought, that 
they can connect his ſervice with the ſervice of 
mammon; for he ſaith, Whoſoever he be of you 
that forfaketh not all that he hath; he cannot be 
my- diſciple. Therefore they cannot pray in the 
manner our Lord here directs them, unleſs they 
are influenced by the goſpel, to imitate he 
grace f our Lord: Feſus Chriſt; who, though he 
as rich, for their Jakes became poor, that the f 
through his poverty. might be rich... 
Our Lord's do&rine on this ſubject is grie- 
vous to thoſe, who, though they profeſs his 
name, yet receive not the love of the truth, that 
| oy _ be ſaved, ſo the Phariſees, who were 
| . covetous, 
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covetous, derided * But to them that are 
born of God, theſe commandments are not 
grievous. For whoſoever is born of God, over- 
cometh the world. The hope of the inheritance 
that is incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth 
not away, is that which reconciles all his diſci- 
ples to the ſelf- denied obedience of his ſayings; 
and this hope will powerfully influence them 
to obedience, when, like Moſes, they have reſ- 
pect to the recompence of reward. His people 
have his faithful word for their encouragement, 
that in leſing their lives in this world, they ſhall 
keep them to life eternal. When therefore we 
are not influenced by the words of Jeſus Chriſt, 
to contentment in a low ſituation in the world, 
nor to chearfulneſs in doing the works of mer- 
cy; it may ſerve to convince us that we are 
neither believing in him for righteouſneſs, nor 
hoping for the reward of it: when this is the 
caſe, in vain ſhall we attempt to reaſon our- 
ſelves into ſobriety of mind; there is no remedy 
for us but in the croſs of Chriſt, who gave him- 
ſelf for our fins, that he might deliver us from 
this "ator evil world, &c. Gal. i. 4. How 
comfortable is it, that though the law of Chriſt 
requires perfection in this and every other caſe, 
yet the goſpel is a doctrine of repentance and 
remiſſion ! as appears by the next petition of 
this prayer, v1 FL Yi." 


oy 3 Forgive 


E 
7 Forgive us our Debts . 


It is generally ſuppoſed that a church of 
Chriſt are a company of well diſpoſed perſons 
aſſembling together, each of them to do his 
beſt to obtain the favour of God, or to make 
himſelf fome way worthy of a ſtanding in his 
kingdom. Now, nothing can be more oppo- 
ſite to the bleſſed goſpel of the grace of God, 
than this fuppoſition : on the contrary, any 
careful obſerver of his churches from the be- 
ginning, will ſee that they were ſinners ga- 
thered together as refugees under the wings of 
the ſun of righteouſneſs, of whom it was fore- 
told, that he ſhould ariſe with healing under his 
wings. We have an inſtance of this in Paul's 
caſe, who attained to a greater degree of per- 
fection, in the way of eſtabliſhing his own right. 
eouſneſs, than any in his time ; yet when he 
was. brought to the knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, 
he ſaw himſelf more vile than others in the ſight 
of God, on that very account; and what he 
had attained in that way, he accounted the 
greateſt loſs; and he defred above all things, 
to be rid of it; fo he ſays, I obtained mercy ; 
and he continued to ſee himſelf as the chief of 
ſinners, accounting it a faithful ſaying and wor- 
thy of all acceptation, that Chriſt came to ſave 
ſuch. The great ſcope of our Lord's doctrine, 
in the days of his fleſh, was teſtifying that the 
holineſs, which is yy eſteemed among men, 
4 | | | 15 
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is an abomination in the ſight of God; and the 
world hated him, becauſe he teſtified that their 
beſt works were evil : accordingly he ſhewed 
the utmoſt diſreſpect to them that were moſt. 
devout in this way ; while he was the declared 
friend of publicans and ſinners; for he came to 
ſeek and ſave them that were lot. The Pſalmiſt 
deſcribes the character of the godly man in this 
way; 1 ſaid I will confeſs my tranſzreſſions unto 
the Lord, and thou forgaveſt the iniquity of my 
in. Tor this ſhall every one that is godly pray 
unto thee : fo, according to this, he is the 151 
godly man who is moſt broken hearted under 
the conviction of fin, confeſſing his tranſgreſ. 
ſtons, looking for forgiveneſs only through the 
atonement, and exerciſed in praying for it, as 
our Lord here dire&ts, When Chriſt's diſci- 
1 ples are not pained with the conviction of guilt, 
1 and ſo not exerciſed in praying for remiſſion, | | 
and for a ſenſe of jt in the conſcience, their 
minds are blinded through a deceitful ſenſe of 
their own worth : and however devoutly they 
appear in their own, or in the eyes of others, 
they are then moſt prophane and fartheſt from = '} 
God, who regards the prayer of the deſtitute, and 
will not 40515 their prayer. Let us conſider 
the Pſalmiſt's exerciſe, as deſcribed by him, 
fal. xxxii, and from thence learn how men 
are exerciſed when neareſt to God; and when 
they are fartheſt from him. As Jeſus Chriſt 
Well knew that his people would daily need for- 
;"veneſs ; fo he teaches them to pray for it a 
| an 


9 
and he will not have them reſt ſatisfied without 
having their joy made full, in receiving the 
promiſe of the Spirit through faith, ſealing the 
remiſſion of ſin in their canſcienges ; - as he ſaid 
to his diſciples, hitherto have you aſted nothing 
in my name; aſk and ye ſhall receive, that your 
Joy may be full, When we think of the miſery 
that takes place in the conſcience of a ſinner, 
from a ſenſe of the divine diſpleaſure, which is 
the proper death of man, what a privilege is it, 
that he encourages and commands his people, 
to aſk that they may be made partakers with him 
in the avian « ſin, and a joyful ſenſe of the 
divine good pleaſure ! and — has aſſured them, 
that in aſking in his name, and loving one an- 
other, as he has given them commandment, 
their joy ſhall thus be made full. This is one 
way, by which the true callers on his name are 
diſtinguiſhed from the wicked who cat off fear, 
and reſtrain prayer before God, but for this ſhall 
every one that is godly pray unto thee in a time 
when thou mayęſt be . F 

We may obſerve here, that Jeſus Chriſt gives 
his diſciples the law, which is to regulate their 
correſpondence with God, in the ſame ſpiritual 
ſenſe in which he fulfilled i it; and makes them 
tranſgreſſors, and liable to condemnation, for 
every failure of perfe& conformity to it : but 
though this is the caſe, he neither expects this 
perfection from them, nor does he encourage 
them to hope for it, while in this mortal ſtate : 
on the contrary, he here teaches them, — 


E 23 they 


this means the 


40) 


they need their daily bread, ſo they will need 


daily forgiveneſs from their heavenly Father. 
So this law of Chriſt, is the royal lau; or the 
law of liberty, as the Apoſtle James calls it; 
for they are aſſured, that perfect obedience 
to it is finiſhed in all its parts, by him their 
great repreſentative, upon the ſame authority 


which demands perfection of them, and 


convinces them of ſin for every tranſgreſſion 
of it. This doctrine, while it is the fup- 
port of the heart under the convictien of 
ſin, is the only 8 againſt it; for by 
ear of God is kept up, while 
yet a friendly correſpondence with him is con- 


tinued: if it was not for this, his fear would be 


their deſtruction; but that which is written ſup- 


ports them, There ir forgiveneſs with thee, that 


- 


thou ma yeſt be feared, © 
As xe forgive our Debars. "IE 
The correſpondence with God, Which we 


| have been ſpeaking of, is imitated by Chriſt's 


diſciples, in their friendly correſpondence with 
one another, in their obſervance of his law of 


love; for as the firſt commandment is, Thou 
Halt love the Lord thy God with all thine heart; 


ſo the ſecond is like unto it, Thou ſhalt love thy 
neighbour as thyſelf : and as by the atonement, 
peace was reſtored betwixt God and men; fo 


| likewiſe, in Jeſus Chriſt, they who were live: 


ing in malice and envy. are reconciled to one 
another. But as our Lord ſays, I is impoſſible 
"4 | but 
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but that offences muſt come among his diſciples 
living together in the greateſt familiarity, thro? 
their remaining pride; therefore he has given 
them his law of repentance and forgiveneſs, as 
we have it, Matth. xvii. by which their cor- 
reſpondence with one another is to be regulated. 
He makes their forgiving one another; the evi- 
_ dence of their having obtained forgiveneſs : 
when this is not the caſe, their conſcience muſt 


condemn them, and mar their confidence in 


prayer; to prevent which, he direQs them, 
Matt. v. 23, 24. If thou bring thy gift to the al- 
tar, and there remembreſt that thy brother hath. 
ought againſt thee ; leave there thy gift before the 
altar, go thy way, firſt be reconciled to thy bro- 
ther, &c. And he concludes his parable, il- 
luftrating this ſubject, Matt. xviit. 3 5. with this 
awful threatening ; So likewiſe ſhall my heavenly 
Father do unto you, if ye from your hearts, for- 
give not every one his brother their treſpaſſes. 
Indeed, whenever men obtain forgiveneſs from 
the heavenly Father, for their innumerable 
tranſgreſſtons, the conſequence will be their 
forgiving from the heart every one his brother 
tharmalpeies. cnt a; | 
But further, when our Lord dire&s his diſ- 
ciples to ſay, As ue forgive our Debtors ; this 
muſt alſo include forgiveneſs to our greateſt ene- 
mies, even while remaining ſuch, agreeably to 
his commandment, Matt. v. 44. and according 
to the example that he himſelf has given them, 
by praying for forgiveneſs to his greateſt ene- 
© | E 3 mies 
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mies, even when perſecutigg him to the death, 


So forgiveneſs to our repenting brethren, muſt 
not exclude forgiveneſs to our enemies : no 
more, than our doing good to the houſhold of 


faith, can exclude our doing good to all men: 


and we cannot pray for forgiveneſs to them, 


without being diſpoſed to forgive them. 


What our Lord calls for in this petition, can 
be done in no other way but abiding in him by 
faith, and by a daily dependance on his grace, 
to ſupport us in the conflict with our luſts 7 for 
he ſaith, He that abideth in me, and I in him, the 


ſame bringeth forth much fruit ; for without me 
ye can do nothing. This is the narrow way 


wherein they walk, who enter in at the gate of 


his righteoulneſs, denying their own : and fo 
follow him to eternal life, bearing their croſs af- 
ter him; whereas going about to eſtabliſh our 
own righteouſneſs, and indulging ourſelves in 
the neglect of theſe ſayings of his, is going in 
at the wide gate, and walking i in the broad way 


that leads to deſtruction, Our Lord next 
directs us to ſay, | 


Lead ws not into /emptati on. 


We muſt not ſuppoſe, chat our Lord here 


directs his diſciples to pray againſt being led in- 
to that temptation, which is the trial of their 
faith; of which the Apoſtle Peter ſpeaks thus, 
I Epilt _ i. ver. 6, 7. Thy now for a ſea- 


ſon 


ſen (if necd ba) ye are in heauineſi through mani- 
fold temptations : that the trial of your faith being 
much more precious than of gold that periſbeth, 
though it be tried with fire, might be found unto 
praiſe, and honour, and glory at the appearing of 
Feſus Chriſt, And the Apoſtle James exhorts 
Chriſtians to count it all joy when they fall into 
divers temptations ; knowing that the trial of their 
Faith worketh patience. But the temptation he 
here ſpeaks of, is the ſame that he called his 
diſciples to pray againſt being led into, at the 
time of his ſufferings ; the iſſue of which is 
failing in the faith: from this his interceſhon 
preſerves his diſciples. Into this temptation 
thoſe are led, in the righteous judgment of God, 
who receive not the love of the truth; upon 
them he ſends the energy of error, and gives 
them up to their own hearts luſts, of which they 
are drawn away and enticed; and the end is 
damnation. is 5 . 
The diſciples of Chriſt, conſcious of their 
own fins and weakneſſes, have no greater evil 
to fear than this judgment of God, giving them 
up to an evil heart of unbelief, in departing 
from him: and therefore, when they pray 
daily for the forgiveneſs of ſins, he directs them 
to pray, that they may not be led into this 
temptation, that iſſues in the ſin unto death; 
which is deſcribed by the Apoſtle James in this 
manner, chap. i. ver. 13, 14, 15. Let na man 
ſay when he is tempted, I am tempted God: for 
God cannot be tempted with eva, 3 
| He 
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he any man. But every man is tempted, when 
hie is drawn away of his' own luſt and enticed. 
Then when luft hath conceived it bringeth forth 
fm: and fin, when it is finiſhed, bringeih forth 
death. 5 | | 
Our Lord will have his diſciples to be fober 
and watch unto prayer, leſt they enter into 
_ temptation ; and when they are in this temper 
of mind, it will influence them to paſs the time 
of their ſojourning here in fear, as ſtrangers and 
pilgrims, to abſtain from flethly luſts that war 
againſt the foul. The fear of this evil ought 
to move them carefully to avoid all fuch things 
as ſerve to tempt, or draw away their attention 
from the glorious object wherein all their hopes 
centre; fearing leſt they ſhould but /eem to 
come ſhort of the promiſed reſt. From hence 
we may ſee the neceſſity of diligently attending 
on all the ordinances and inſtitutions of Jeſus 
Chriſt, all graciouſly provided by him, and cal- 
n culated for preſerving and eltabliſhing his peo- 
| ple in the faith: ſo the Apoſtle propoſed this to 
| | the Hebrews, as a notable preſervative againſt 
| apoſtacy, not forſaking the affentbling your- 
felves together, &c, When the Pfſalmiſt was in 
WG danger of departing from God through the 
9 power of temptation, he was relieved when he 
if went into the houſe of God; and from his ex- 
Perience he ſaid, It in good for me to draw near 
10 Go. For lo, they that are far from thee ſhall 
periſb. Such vain confidence as that expreſſed 
by Peter, ought to be far from tan,” ” 
a. aid, 
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faid, Though ail men 2 deny thee, yet will 
thor J For how often, through vanity and ſelf- 
ſufficiency, do Christians expoſe themſelves to 
manifold evils, ind provoke the Lord to lead 
them into temptation ?. Instead of ſuffering his 
people to think that they ate capable of pre- 
ſerving themſelves Bond this evil, he here tea- 
ches them to be afraid of entering into tempta- 
tion; and that ſuch is their weakneſb, ſuch the 
deceitfulneſs of their hearts, and ſuch the 
power of their adverſary, that they must have 
daily dependance on his grace to eee den 
wn re. ,” i he adde, | 44 


r ved Bat deliver us fron 20% 


aids e e the great a Chris 
tank stand in need of deliverance from, itapoſ- 
tacy from the faith: their adverſary, the devil, 
is constantiy employed in feeking to ſeduce 
them from it, and to put a negative upon its 
veracity in their minds, ſo as to make them 


* 


doubt its truth, and Dann diflaffetted to it. 


Me ſee that de dealt in this manner with Jeſus 
Christ himſelf: and though he knew him to 
be the Son of God, and that he could find no- 
thing in him, of which he could take advan: 
tage; yet this did not prevent his making the 
deſperate attempt; in which, however, he was 
foiled. He was more ſueceſsful in his attempt 

upon the diſeiples, becauſe he found every thing 
in them on his ſide of the question: but the 

1 | prayer 
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prayer of Jeſus Christ, Keep them through thy 
name, preſerved them; and will preſerve all 
his difciples to the end of the world. Paul 
gives us an example of this in himſelf : he fays, 
There was given me a thorn in the fleſts, the meſ- 
' ſenger of Satan to buffet me; leſt I ſhould be ex- 
alted above meaſure. In ſuch a time as this, the 
-adverſary takes the advantage of Christ's diſci- 
ples; and when they find their own weaknels, 
it 18 most grievous to them, even as a thorn in 
one's fleſh ; instead of humbling themſelves to 
Tee, arid ſubmit to their own utter infufficiency, 
they naturally incline and vainly hope, by their 
reaſonings, to remove it; and when they find 
that will not do, they pray to the Lord for this 
purpoſe; for they cannot bear to ſee their utter 
inability. This ſeems to have been the caſe with 
the Apostle; therefore he prayed to the Lord 
thrice, that it might depart from him; which ſa- 
voured more of nature than of grace: but the 
Lord's anſwer was very different from what he 
wanted; for, instead of removing the tempta- 
tion, he ſaid to him, My grace is ſufficient for 
thee, for my ftrength is made perfect in weakneſs. 
When 'the Apostle therefore had this anſwer, 
he complained no more; and he was reconciled 
to ſee himſelf in the weakest and meanest light, 
as that grace was ſufficient for him, even in that 
caſe. M gladly therefore, fays he, will J 
glory in mine infirmities, that the power of Chriſt 
may reſt on me. This all ſufficient grace of the 
Lord, which is deſcribed, 2 Cor. xiii. g. is the 
3 | {ame 
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- ſame that he here calls his strength, or his 
power, by which he, as the true Jacob, had 
er with God, and with men, and prevailed. 
Believing this, the Apostle ſaw his divine wor- 
thineſs as anſwerable to all the guilt that was 
in himſelf; and ſo he was ſatisfied. By this 
means, Jeſus Christ turned the temptation to 
his advantage, preſerving and ſupporting his 
weak diſciple under it; making the very ad- 
verſary ſubſervient to his deſign of humbling 
bim. 8o in Paul's caſe, as narrated by himſelf, 


2 Cor. xii. we have an example of the manner 


in which Jeſus Christ delivers his people; mer- 
cifully interpoſing when they are reduced to 
the very lowest; perfecting strength in their 
weakneſs. When his diſciples therefore are in 
heavineſs through manitold temptations, and 
are in hazard of failing in thefaith, ſeeing their 
own utter inſufficiency, and conſcious of their 
wilt ; he teaches them, instead of departing 
From:God through an evil heart of unbelief, to 
call on God for deliverance : and we fee how 
they are encouraged to perſevere in this, from 
the promiſe, Pſal. 1. 15. Call upon me in the 
day trouble: I will deliver thee; and thou ſhalt - 
glorify me. To this purpoſe, we may alſo con- 
ſider the argument the Apostle uſes with the 
Hebrews, to hold fast the faith when they were 
in danger of apostacy through the power of 
temptation, chap. iv. 14, 15, 16. Seeing then 
that we have a great high prieſt, that is paſſed 
into. the heavens, Jeſus the Son-of God, * 1 
| | ol, 
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Hold faft aur profeſſion. For we have not an biek 
prieſt which cannot be touched with the feelings of 


our infirmities ; but was in all potnts/tempted lite 
as wwe are, yet without: ſin. Let us therefore 
come boldly unta'the throne of grace, that we may 


obtain mercy, and 3 2 to Og in time of 


Need." Wt he, 
RV IG N. 


Fer thine 10 "the Kingdom. | 


This Adele is at once a petelloof . 
faith of his chureh coneerning his kingdom, as 
ſpringing from his divine Sovereign grace and 
mercy, and alſo of their confidence in that 
mercy, and that all their comfort flows from 
this fountain. This kingdom is his, xſt. As 
it owes its origin entirely to him, Pſalm C. 3. 
Know ye that the Lord b if God. Tie barb made: 
un, and not we ourſthoes, & e. James i. 18. C/ 
his own will begas he ut with the' word of truth, 
&c. 2dly, It is his by Election; every mem- 
ber of his kingdom: being choſen of God: and 
this choice is not of him thus witleoh,” nor of him 
that runneth but of God mary. Alto- 
gether. according to his purpoſe and grace. 
3dly, It is his by/redemption ; for it is _ ; 
and redormes from the curſes” Thos haft „ 
by- e for che defig n — a of his 
making his Son of a woman, and under the 
law to redeem, the Apoſtle ſays, was, That 


be EE receive-the adoption of Sons; 5G: 
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It is his by conſent of all parties; therefore he 
ſays, I will be to them a God: and they ſhall be 
to me a people. And upon their being brought 
to the knowledge of the truth, they ſay, O 
Lord, our God, other Lords have had dominion 
over us : but by thee only will we make mention 
of thy name. Laſtly, - this kingdom is for ever 
and ever. And there ball be no night tbere; 
and they 208d no candle, for the Lord God giveth. 
them light : and they ſhall reign for ever and 
ever. Rev. xxii 
When Jeſus rang 07 teaches his people to be 
exerciſed in praying for the coming of his king- 
dom, who are unfit to be employed any way in 
the concerns of it, and unable to contribute 
any thing to its advancement; What a power- 
ful argument he puts in their mouths, For thine 
is. the kingdom: The kingdom is the Lord's „ ſaith 
the Pfalmiſt, and he is the. governor among the 
nations. All * hopes pes and expectations con- 
it are fou 2 Jeſus Chriſt, the 
King we'd that kingdom, who fits on the throne of 
David and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to 
e/tablifh-it with judgment 2 with juſtice, What 
encouragement mult it give to his people, co- 
vered with guilt and blame, and ſo unworthy 
to have any part in it, that it is the Father's 
gad pleafure to give them the kingdom: and 
that his will is by no means to fail them, 
but will iſſue in their being made heirs of God, 
12 dens free 3 er 
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When Jeſus Chriſt teaches his Aiſciples to 
pray in this manner, he effectually quells all 
| their pride, and ſtains their glorying; for he 
thoroughly convinces them that they are un- 
godly and without ſtrength, and as Iirael was, 
when wounded to death with the mortal bite of 
the ſerpent: but, at the ſame time, he teaches 


them alſo, that God ſo loved the world, that be 


gave his only begotten Scn, that whoſoever be- 
lieveth in him ſhould not periſh, but have eternal 
life, John ii. 6. Thus he ſhews them that the 
power, by which this wonderful work is ac- 
.compliſhed, from first to last, is the power of 
_ God, with whom nothing is impoſlible : : there- 
_ the church is repreſented as ſinging, Rev. 
And they ſing the ſong f Moſes — And of 
110 Lamb, ſaying, Great and marvellous are th 
-TOOrRS, Lord God Almighty, Ke. Thoſe, wh 
God can do no miracle, know nothing of the 


God of -the church, to whom the "iſſues from 


death belong; whoſe it is to raiſe up the beggar” 
from the dunghill, to ſet him with princes, who" 
cafts down the mighty e their ſeats; and ex- 
alteth them of low degree. Of all the aſſemblies 
upon earth, the churches of Christ, (each one 
of which is a figure of the true church) are the 
weakest' and most contemptible, take them in 
v hat view we will; but the goed will of him 
iL;.t dwelt in the buſh, Is their encouragement, 
'W'L and 
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and the divine power their ſupport, as 5 lich the 
prophet; In that day it ſpall be ſaid to Feruſa- 
lem, fear thou not : -axd to Lion, let nat thine 
- bands be faint. The Lord in the midſt of thee 
' is mighty, Nc. Zeph. iii. 16. In this prayer, 
* Jeſus Chriſt eſtabliſhes this ſaying in the conſci- 
: ences of all his difciples, and fo teaches them 
to depend upon the Lord God of heaven, as 
he, by whoſe power and might, this his king- 
dom is raiſed up, preſerved, and ſupported; 
and by that ſame power it ſhall be glorified at 
laſt. For he appears in the time of the goſpel, 
ſending the rod of his ſerengih out of Zion, gather- 
ing in his elect, making them willing in the day 
J his power : and he is now reigning in the 
midſt of his enemies; ſupporting tlie appearance 
of his kingdom, which is as the bruiſed recd, 
and ſmoking flax,” and advancing it in ſpite of 
all the enmity and oppoſition that is managed 
- againſt it by the ſerpent and his ſeed 7 until 
that time mentioned Rev. xi. 17, 18. We give 
"thee thanks, O Lord God Almighty ;, becauſe tho: ; 
. haſt taken to thee thy great power and haſt reign 
And the nations men, and thy . ir 
n ew i" 

It may be obſerved here, that this power is 
abe power of God's grace and love, appearing 
first in the perſon of the Father ſending forth luis 
Son, making him of a woman and under the law, 
10 redeem. adi, Appearing in the perſon of 

the Son, in his incarnation, death, and reſur- 
redion, as the repreſentative of his people, 
"TRY Fa with 
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with whom he took part in fleſh and 'blood. 


3dly, As appearing in the perſon of the' Holy 


Ghoſt, by whoſe power the man Chriſt Jeſus 
vas conceived.in the-womb of the virgin, ſap- 


ported in his human nature, when finiſhing the 


work which the Father gave him to do; for he 
offered himſelf through the eternal Spirit unto 
Cod: and by whoſe power, alſo, he was brought 
again from the dead. Thus the three perſons 
of the Godhead, whom John calls the One 
God, and who he ſays is love, appear through - 
out the whole of the xevelation, carrying on, 
and accompliſhing the eternal ſalvation of the 
church. What comfort and conſidence muſt 


this afford to his weak people, praying by faith 


in the manner de here ecke them! 


And the Glory. 


When the creation was finiſhed, God's a | 


nal power and Godhead was manifeſted: and 
. when he led Aſrael through the Red Sea, they 


ſang ; ; The Lord is my Arengti and ſang, and he 


it become my ſalvation; for indeed this was a 
figure and type of the eternal ſalvation of the 


church. The former glory, by the entrance 
of fin, paſſed away: and the latter gave place 
to this eternal ſalvation, of which it was the 


figure. But in the kingdom of heaven, all the 
divine attributes, which are ſummed up in love, 
mine forth in their fulleſt luſtre: ance Jeſus 
— teaches his — to aſcribe the _ 


glory 


o 
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glory to God; as it is due to him and ts him 
only. Pſalm cxlv. 11. They ſhall ſpeak of the 

glory of thy kingdom, and talk of thy power. 

Agreeably to this, we have the whole church, 
Rev. vii. 12. Saying, Amen : bleſſing, and glory, 

and wiſdom, and thankſgiving, and honour, and 
power, and might be unto our God, forever and 
ever: and in this every church of Chriſt upon 

earth repreſents that church; with ane heart, 
and one ſoul, glorifying - God. By this 


Jeſus teaches them, that as their whole ſalva- 


tion from firſt to laſt is entirely of him, ſo the 
- whole glory muſt be his; therefore, when they 
cannot heartily join in this, it muſt ſerve. to 
- convince them, that they are loſing ſight of 
that divine grace and mercy by which they 
ſtand; and being led to remember this, it ſerves 
to comfort them, in the view. of all their weak- 
neſs and backſlidings, that his is the glory: 
and that he will work for the glory of his own 
name, in accompliſhing all the things which he 
has given them ground to hope for concerning 
his kingdom; and ſo it engages them to join 
the church, ſaying with all their hearts, For 


thine is the glory. 
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The glory of all God's former works was 
defaced by the entrance of ſin; but in this God 
appears, from that very ſource, opening a 
ſcene whereby his glory ſhall ſhine more con- 

| ſpicuouſly 
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ſpicuouſſy than ever, and ſhall never fade away. 
. be glory of the Lord ſhall endure for ever, the 
Lord ſball rejoice in his works, So this is at 
once a profeſnion of their attachment to him, 
and of their hope concerning his kingdom, 
that it Wall. be for ever and ever. > 


. 
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hen, in the ee the whole church 
| s repreſented as aſcribing glory to God, they 
| = «always conclude theſe aſcriptions, ſaying Amen; j 
ſttereby profeſſing their hearty consent there- 
Vieth, and mutual agreement thereto. So in the 
churches of Chriſt in the New Teſtament, we 
find they concluded their public prayers in this 
= manner, all the brethren ſaying, Amen : which 
imports their hearty concurrence with the 
prayer, and is a profeſſion of their hope of the 

- accompliſhment of the things prayed for. 
Io conclude; It has been obſerved already, 
that Jeſus Chriet never taught his diſciples to 
expect perfection in this mortal life; therefore 
we are not to ſuppoſe, that they will always, 
when uſing this prayer, enter into the ſpirit of 
it: but on the contrary, as it will be a fund of 
na u f and comfort, ſo will it be a 
mean of daily conviction to them. Thus it is 

a light to their feet and a lamp to their goings; 

convincing them of their error, when tu 
aſide, and guiding their feet into the way of 
peace. What comfort must it afford —_ 
£447 $454 Wnen. 


when they find themſelves ſhut out from all ac- 
ceſs to God, by their pride and ſelf confidence, 
that they are hereby encouraged, under the 
fullest conviction of their guilt, to return to 
their reconciled God and Father, through the 
faith of Jeſus Christ, who ever liveth to make 


interceſſion. This is the way of peace in which 
the Lord Jeſus conduQts his diſciples, in oppo- 
ſition to the courſe of this world, going about 
to establiſh their own merit : for he gave himſelf 
for their fans, that he might deliver them from 
this preſent evil wolrd, according to the will of 


God our Father: To whom be glory for ever and 
ever, Amen, © | 


E R RA 7A. 
Page 9th, line 2d. for courſe, read curſe, 
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